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Digitisation Potential
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SAE – Smart Anything Everywhere

• The SAE initiative was set up in 2015 to help SMEs, start-ups 
and mid-caps to enhance their products and services through 
digital technologies, with the help of Digital Innovation Hubs.

• €58 million have been invested into the SAE initiative, and a 
further investment of €64 million is committed for 2019. 

• Collaborative ecosystems are being built in which researchers, 
large industries and SMEs engage in a large number of small 
application experiments facilitated by Europe’s leading 
competence centres. 
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The aim is to “accelerate the design, 
development and uptake of advanced 
digital technologies by European 
industry, in particular, SMEs and mid-
caps. The core objective is to deliver 
products and services that include 
highly innovative electronic components 
and systems. There is also an aim to 
encourage take-up of new technologies 
in low-tech sectors where innovation 
could have a huge impact”. 
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SAE Vision
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• Address the “next wave of products that integrate
digital technologies” with the aim of transferring
knowledge and fostering collaboration to
promote the uptake of digital technologies by
European industry.

• Accelerate the design, development, and uptake
of advanced digital technologies by bringing
Innovation Actions (IAs) together.

• Boost digital transformation of European Industry
European small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and mid-caps
• Promoting early technology adoption
• Assisting technology suppliers to seek finance

for their product development
• Enable access to early customers
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Challenges - Evolution

• The concept has been successful and this has also led to Member States also investing in Digital Innovation 
Hubs supporting national/regional digitalisation strategies.

• There is no ‘one-size for all’ approach and the resulting DIH landscape is still very heterogeneous with 
fragmentation of EU, national and regional initiatives and efforts across domains. 

• While a local DIH might be the best one to understand the regional settings and speak the same language as 
the SME or mid-cap, it might not have the right technologies, capabilities or services available to provide the 
right support for its digital transformation. There is thus a need to exploit the broader knowledge base and 
enormous wealth of technologies and services available across the network of European DIHs. 

• Cross-border support programs for SMEs and mentoring schemes for DIHs have already successfully 
demonstrated how regions in Europe can help and learn from each other. A noted challenge, however, is that 
many SMEs look for local solutions due to cultural, language and distance issues which makes cross-border or 
pan-European collaboration less appealing. 

• In order to build a collaborative and sustainable network of DIHs acting as ONE ‘technology and service 
provider’, will require a stronger linkage of key SAE players, not only within the DIH community, but also across 
PPPs such as ECSEL, the DEI CSAs, the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), the European 
Enterprise Network (EEN), National Contact Points (NCP) and investors. 
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Overview of Day
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Initiatives in EU Member States
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Digital Innovation Hubs 
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Connecting Across Borders and with PPPs
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Investment Support for Digitisation

• VC  investment across Europe
• Highlights that London, 

Berlin, Stockholm and 
Barcelona are key centres of 
VC funding. 

• Wanted to go beyond this to 
highlight country by country 
the 3 key sources of funding 
supporting the innovation 
pipeline:

• National Initiatives 
supporting Digitisation

• Business Angel Funding 
at a National Level

• Venture Capital Funding 
at a National Level
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Source: Techstars
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National Initiatives
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Considering the whole innovation pipeline
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Double Valley of Death for New Innovations

In reality there is a double valley of death which 
businesses need to address. This is currently being 
considered by the EIB and European Commission in 
terms of providing new financial instruments under 
Horizon Europe to provide equity loans. 
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Recommendations for Funding
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White Spots

• Analysis performed of 5 White Spot Countries
• Need targeted support
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Future Technologies (Examples)
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ICT Applications in Non-Traditional Sectors

Have considered SAE technologies in 

• Home Automation

• Smart Clothing and Wearables

• Smart Agriculture

• Ocean Monitoring
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Technology and Innovation Radar

Green – technologies that SMEs 
and midcaps can consider to be 
mature in the short term

Amber - technologies that are 
coming in the 2025-2035 
timescale that SMEs/mid-caps 
should be aware of for the future 
and may have an interest in that 
they may wish to monitor

Red – technologies that are still 
very immature and should not be 
considered at this time

This radar will be updated as 
new technologies are identified 
or if the status of the 
technologies changes over the 
next year
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Technology and Research Radar

The inner circle represents 
technologies or areas that are 
already mature and goes to 
2020

The middle band identified 
areas that will be important 
between 2020 and 2030 (with 
the aim of identifying priority 
topics for Horizon Europe)

The outer band considered 
areas that the experts thought 
would be important 
technologies after 2030. In 
getting from today to the 
required functionality in 2030 
there is a need for long term 
research and innovation in 
order to develop the 
appropriate, technologies,
tools, platforms or services. 
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Training

A key issue identified in the digital transformation of companies and 
particularly SMEs is that it is important to ensure that the employees 
have the necessary skills to work with new ICT technologies. 

a) Students and workers - creating the raw talent – T-shaped education
b) DIHs who want to improve their technology skill sets
c) SMEs that want to up-/re-skill their managers and workers
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Standardisation

22EC Consultation Meeting Brussels, 25 June 2019



Conclusions
Overall we have developed 14 main recommendations:

• 5 recommendations on how to create a Pan European Network of Digital 
Innovation Hubs and how to link these with National Initiatives as well as 
Public Private Partnerships and Digital Industrial Platforms. 

• 2 recommendations on how to coordinate funding to support the 
sustainability of SAE. 

• 1 recommendation with respect to targeting 5 White Spot countries based on 
an analysis of key industrial areas. 

• 1 recommendation on maintenance and promotion of a Technology and 
Innovation Radar to provide a clear view of technologies and their maturity 
levels to aid with uptake by SMEs Radar.

• 1 recommendation considering the promotion of SAE technologies in new 
application areas, such as, home automation, wearables, agriculture, and 
ocean monitoring.

• 1 recommendation with respect to proposed Research and Technology 
Priorities for Horizon Europe. 

• 1 recommendation with respect to training and development of skills.
• 2 recommendations to improve visibility of standards activities and promote 

key standards to SMEs.

23EC Consultation Meeting Brussels, 25 June 2019



Assessment of Results Session

First review, Brussels, 24 October 2018 24
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Assessment of Emerging Technologies 
and Applications

• Are there key technology areas we are 
missing?

• How do we encourage the uptake of 
new technologies?

• How do we address new application 
sectors?
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Assessment of the Needs to Improve the 
SAE/DIH Network Offer and Impacts
• What should the SAE DIH network 

offer?
• What do we need to improve?
• How do we monitor impact?
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Assessment of Networking and 
Sustainability Issues 
• How best to network at international 

level – what are the incentives?
• Approaches to making DIHs and SAE 

sustainable?
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Future Technologies and Applications



Future Technologies and Applications

• Key technology areas we are missing?
• How do we encourage the uptake of 

new technologies?
• How do we address new application 

sectors?
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Key Technology Areas?

30EC Consultation Meeting Brussels, 25 June 2019



Uptake of New Technologies?

• How do we encourage the uptake of new 
technologies?
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New Application Sectors?
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